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several hundred thousand emigrants yearly. It is
needless to say, however, that if population in .Eng-
land and Germany continues to increase at its
present rate, an emigration of a million will mean
no more thirty years hence than half a million meant
thirty years ago. Practically, then, the Trades-
Unions of the future are likely to become not more
international in their character, but more exclusively
national. Each will try to secure the best possible
terms for itself in its own country ; each will protect
itself against competition from outside ; and as a con-
sequence the mass of men will have to abide in the
land where they are born, and to make the best of it.
These considerations apply partly to the cosmo-
politan theory. It will have to contend with the
narrower feeling that is bound to prevail, when
men no longer look upon the world as full of
possible homes for them. There are, of course,
some who dream that the whole human race will
be united into one grand federation. Visions of
this sort, if they are ever realised, can only be so
in so distant a future that it is scarcely worth
while to discuss them. It may be observed, how-
ever, that there seem to be certain limits to national
growth which no policy however imperial can tran-
scend. It is fashionable to lament the infatuation
of the British counsels that severed the connection
of the American colonies with Great Britain ; and
no one at this day would care to defend George III.,
or Grenville, or Lord North. None the less it may
be doubted whether the colonies could have borne
the strain of the French war in which England
engaged a few years later; and more generally,
whether England has not done better for herself in